Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/23 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000505210002-8

rrnTCLE APPEARED

A -

Olv .l’.L‘L::__’D_ll_____

THE WASHINGTON POST
24 February 1932

Arres in Poland
Teeds Pressler’s

Headhne Hunger

cl Larry Pressler, the weathervane
" Republican senator from the plains -

of South Dakota, made the headlines

< recently when he managed to get *

himself “arrested” for taking pict
imself “arrested” for taking pic uresr ‘ator: could ‘travel around Poland

" of a food line in Warsaw. - -

Actually, it was no big deal. The

Senate’s: likable - lightweight was:
snapping .away when some plam-:

clothesmen came up and . began‘,_
questioning him.. State Department.”-
sources say Pressler told the cops he"

“had official permission to take pic-

way. Half an hour later, he was re-
leased. - &

- What was- the senator-doing in Po-
“land in the first place? He's a-mem-
'ber of the Foreign Relations Com-

‘mittee. But, my spurces say, he

_dreamed up . the .idea and subse«l
" guently sought the committee’s en-
.dorsement. And he certainly wasn’t .
-in Poland as an emnssary of the Rea-
-gan administration. A

In fact; I've leamed that Secretary
‘of State Alexander M: Haig Jr. ex<...
plicitly - -advised " Pressler" against -
making the trip. Here's the story: -

Five days before hxs scheduled de-

partu:e, , Prasler sent a hand
delivered message to Haig, informing

" him that he was going to Poland un-~

. less the secretary. disapproved. Two
ys later, Haig's response amved
a]so hand delivered. =

- Haig made his dlsappros.'al about ~

-as. clear as a Cabinet officer can
. when addressing a_senator. Signed
" “AL” the secretanr's letter warned
.. that the Polish military government -
- might use Pressler’s visit for its own '
propaaanda purposes. If a U.S, sen-

without incident, it could be used to

-demonstrate that the country was -

- back to normal under the martial- -
law crackdown. .
" Pressler delayed his departure for

- stopping in Rome for an audience

tures, but they detained him any-f’;‘ :gﬁ’oiggehi‘;h’;ufa::m IL a:II::x e‘;o‘c);‘

communication. to- his countrymen,

The questxon that Temains ',ls;;"’.but he- obligingly supplied the sen-

ator with a message to deliver to the
Polish people.
Thus Pressler’s junket to Warsaw

ment; his status as a papal legate

.was dubious at best. Why did he go?

. The senator’s track record as an in-
- defatigable _publicity-seeker makes

_the conclusion inescapable: He went :

* to Poland in a self-promotxonal ef-"
- fort to_get his name.in the papers .
. and-on the evening news shows. =. -
Judging by his votes in both ;.
. houses of Congress, Pressler’s career,

mlght seem to be based on inconsis- -,

b quxte respectabla role in the scandal( o

. that their suggestions were illegal. *

.- Yet the transcripts of the vxdeo—‘d
exactly one day..Then he set off, .

“ilegal” once. In short, while Press-)
+ ashamed of, he couldn’t resist the,]
was frowned on by the State Depart- .

.q)

tercy But he has in fact beemi
guided by one fixed star—favora
.mention in the press, There i3 htt]o~:
he won't do, apparently, to buff, up'
his image 23 an honest farm boy i
from America's heartland. That’s Y
mean trick for an alumnus of Otford-
and Harvard.

" Durirg the initial Abscom dlscla-
sum, Presslers insatiable headline-"]
hunger. led him to exaggerate hisi:

- He let it be known that he had i m-
dxgnantly spurned the FBI unde;‘
" cover agent’s dffer of a bribe and .
stormed out “after two or three™}
: minutes,” having told the tempberj

tapes reveal none of Pressler’s indigta
nation. He did indeed refuse: their. |-
not-so-subtle bribe offers, but- hes
chatted amicably with them for half<]
an hour, and never used the word

ler's conduct was nothing. to be:

temptation to puff up the: 1ncrdent,,,
into an act of extravagant purity., -

. Footnote: Haig had reqx.eshed~
only that the trip ‘be “delayed” whxle
* he.was in Europe, Pressler saxd,.anci
“he comphed “The general conclu- |
sion,” said the senator, “is that the
~trip was beneficial to the [State] de~
partment, and it was very beneﬁcxal
““to me.” He said he had dispatched &
“report on the trip to the president-

“and had briefed the vice president;
the CIA and the State Depaxtmenu =}
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